American Literature Syllabus
2019-2020 Mrs. Cavotta
Welcome to American Literature! I am looking forward to working with all of you this year. In this class, we will work on strengthening reading, writing, research, grammar and vocabulary skills. We will also explore American literature, working chronologically from Puritan times to modern day, connecting texts through historical eras. Students will read a variety of texts, actively participate in class, and strengthen their analytical and creative writing skills. Overall, students will write four major papers, one each quarter, including the required junior research paper.
Tentative Overview of Units - moving chronologically through American literature
	Unit One: What is an American, Early American Literature, Puritans

	Texts: The Crucible by Arthur Miller
	Products: Theme or character analysis essay and short research project, creative project, journals

	Unit Two: 1800s literature including Romantics, Transcendentals and Gothics

	Texts: Various primary source documents from our textbook, including poetry and short stories, Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer 
	Products: short writing assignments, journals, argumentative essay on ITW

	Unit Three: The Roaring 1920s, The Harlem Renaissance

	Texts: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, poetry from Harlem Ren.
	Products: analytical essay, journals

	Unit Four: The Great Depression 1930s

	Texts: To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, Scottsboro: An American Tragedy documentary
	Products: Research essay, journals

	Unit Five: 1940-1950s Beatniks

	Texts: The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger, poetry
	Products: Formal process paper, journals

	Contemporary Literature

	Optional Text: The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls, Memoir
	

	

	
	


Classroom Expectations: I expect students to be prepared, participate in class, and be respectful to those around them. Students can expect me to provide clear instructions, answer questions and give them challenging work to help them improve their reading and writing skills. I follow Issaquah High School’s policies, outlined in the student handbook, for any behavioral issues.
Academic Honesty: Honesty in all work is expected at all times. Students will be taught how, and are required to, cite ideas and phrases that are not their own. Plagiarism or any other form of cheating is a serious offense and will result in a 0 for the assignment as well as consequences according to school policy. Turnitin.com will be used for writing assignments.
Materials: There is one very specific requirement and that is an in-class journal that will be used ONLY for class journal writing.  It can be any type of spiral, notebook, or journal that you like.  Please have in class ASAP and leave in the appropriate shelf for easy access.
Absences: It is your responsibility to get any work you miss for an absence. If you have an excused absence, you have the same number of days to complete the work as you were absent. For example, if you were absent for two days, you get two days to complete the work. However, this only applies to work that was assigned during your absence. If something is assigned Monday, you are absent Tuesday, and it is due Friday, your work is still due Friday. If you are absent the day something is due, it is due the day you return to school. Please check my website, which you can link to on the school’s website, for make-up work. Long-term assignments such as large writing assignments are an exception to this policy.
Tardy/Late Policy: Make all efforts to get to class on time.  Attendance will be taken each class period.  Students who arrive to class after the bell rings will be marked late or tardy.  Students who arrive to class less than 10 minutes late will be marked late.  Students who are more than 10 minutes late will be marked tardy.  Students are expected to remain in class for the entirety of the period.  If a student leaves class, without a pass, and is gone for more than 10 minutes they will be marked tardy.  Students who are repeatedly late or tardy will be assigned the consequences and interventions outlined in the student handbook.

Late Work: Work is due at the beginning of the period. Any work that comes in after that is late. The work you do for class is important to the larger concepts that you are learning. Completing work late is very rarely conducive to that learning. If you must turn something in late, you may turn it in late with a 10% penalty. Late work will only be accepted during the current unit.  For example, if you have work from the Gothic unit, it will not be accepted once the Gothic unit is completed.
Grading Categories: I enter grades into categories based on skills, to help determine your areas of strengths and weaknesses.  Categories are NOT weighted.  Assignments are weighted by points.  For example, a quiz might be 10 points and an essay might be 100 points. The categories appear in the grade book as:
Essays
Journal

Assessments
Projects/Creative work
Final Exam (10%)
Grading Scale
	A      93-100     
	B+
87-89.9

	C+
77-79.9   
	D+        67-69.9      

	A-     90-92.9
	B
83-86.9

	C
73-76.9

	D
60-66.9

	
	B-     
80-82.9
	C-         70-72.9

	F
0-59.9


I encourage students, parents, and guardians to check grades on Family Access.
Contact Information: You can link to my website through Issaquah High School’s site. Please check my website if you are absent and need to get the make-up work, forgot the assignment, or just need a reminder of what to do:  mrscavotta.weebly.com
I’m here to help you succeed in this class. If you have questions or concerns, please let me know. The best way to get in touch with me is by email: cavottak@issaquah.wednet.edu                              
