Tips for the College Application Essay
1. Place the reader in the midst of scene with action.  


-Creating a scene from the very beginning immediately grabs the reader’s attention and forces you to stay away from trite or boring beginnings. For example, if the question asked you to write about a memorable experience, don’t start with, “A memorable experience for me was….” Instead, begin with a scene such as, “The snowflakes fell furiously from the sky. I pondered them with awe as I sat in the warm, cozy house. I remember I had a cup of cocoa in my hand…..” 
2. Utilize precise vocabulary.


-Many essays have a length requirement, so you don’t want to fill your word count with meaningless words that don’t say anything or are highly overused. Be precise with your word choice in order to stay within word count requirements as well as stand out for a uniquely worded piece.  Just make sure you don’t confuse precise word choice with phony or over inflated language. For example, instead of, “I ran really fast…” try using “I sprinted.” 

3. Utilize properly formatted dialogue.


-One of the best ways to make your writing come alive is to utilize dialogue.  Think about it – when you read published fiction and non-fiction, those pieces use dialogue.  If you have created scenes where people are speaking, format those words into dialogue. For example, don’t write: My sister said that she would always be there for me. Instead, write: As I sat there crying, my sister approached me and said, “I will always be here for you; remember that.” Dialogue goes hand in hand with creating scenes.
4. Transition smoothly from your opening scene(s) to answering the question and showcasing the qualities you want them to know about you.

-If you write a great scene but fail to answer the question, then you haven’t fulfilled the point of the essay.  Remember, you are using the scene to exemplify what qualities you want them to know about you. Make sure the transition is smooth.  For example, “I always think back to that day (referring to your previous scene) when people ask me what experiences influenced who I am. That was the day when I realized that pursuing a career in medicine was the path I was meant to take….”

From the admissions office at Johns Hopkins University: 

· Answer the question being asked in the essay prompt.

· Write about your personal experiences. You can write about a family member, coach, teacher, etc., but remember to incorporate your own thoughts or experiences. We are looking to admit you, not your grandmother.

· Don’t try to include everything. Focus on one topic, not everything you’ve been involved in during high school. Essays are a chance to elaborate on something important and explain why it means so much to you.

· Tell us something about you we won’t get to see anywhere else in the application. Listing extracurricular involvements without providing new information is a missed opportunity to show a different aspect of your character. Use this space to talk about something new or to go into more detail about one group or activity you’ve had a big part in.

· Be conscious of hot topic issues and potentially controversial topics (politics, religion, war, pending/recently passed legislation). If an opinion or idea is an important part of who you are, don’t be afraid to write about it, but be sure to be respectful of both sides of any issue. And remember, regardless of your individual opinions, your essay is a professional document.

· Write naturally. Use your voice to show your personality. Be expressive, but don’t attempt to dazzle us with your word choice (or command of a thesaurus).

· Be you. Your essay can be funny, if that’s your personality. But if you don’t consider yourself funny, this isn’t the space to try to be.

· Edit and proofread (then proofread again) your essays carefully. Then have someone else, preferably a teacher or counselor, edit and proofread them as well. Spellcheck doesn’t catch everything.

