AP Literature Syllabus 2019-2020 - Mrs. Cavotta
Welcome to AP Literature! I am looking forward to working with all of you this year. This syllabus gives you a general overview of the texts we’ll be reading and the expectations for the course. 

List of texts
Course Text Book: Perrine’s Literature Structure, Sound, and Sense, 11th ed.
You will check out a copy of this from our book room.

Course texts: You will need to purchase your own copies of these titles.  It’s fine to acquire 2nd-hand books.  Actual books are expected to be purchased; a copy of a book on your phone is NOT an acceptable copy. E-books on tablets/E-readers are not recommended, but they may be acceptable if annotation is possible.
· The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan (summer reading requirement)

· Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

· A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen

· The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde

· Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

· The Road by Cormac McCarthy
· Othello by William Shakespeare

· Beloved by Toni Morrison
· An independent novel of your choice from the teacher-provided, AP approved list

· Poetry from the text book and teacher provided poetry packet - other sources provided in class
Course Expectations: AP is a college level course; therefore you can expect college level rigor. The AP exam requires you to have a deep understanding of novels, plays, and poems. You will have a challenging, but rewarding, reading load, and you are expected to thoroughly read and annotate all assignments.  You must come to class ready to be an active participant. As with any college level literature course, this class requires students to be the drivers of discussion. Discussion of literature is the heart of this course and will not always be teacher led. Your writing is important, too. You will have formal, process essays as with any English class, but there will also be a heavy focus on timed written responses to literature in preparation for the AP exam. This is a challenging and rewarding class, and I know that you will work hard. Remember, as with any AP course, doing your very best work will lead to great improvement in your skills, but may not earn you an A. 
Grading Expectations: Some assignments will have a specific rubric, but many assignments, especially more informal pieces of writing, will use the rubric below. You will be told if this is the rubric on which you are being graded.  The main skills/traits that go into the rubric are ideas and analysis, evidence, language and vocabulary, and organization/presentation. 
A range work – exceeds standards: Ideas are original and insightful; the analysis is spot on, meaningful, and significant; the evidence chosen is the best evidence that is specific and apt for the assignment; the language and vocabulary of the assignment is sophisticated and vivid with no or very minimal errors; a joy to read; the organization of the assignment is clear and very effective, and the presentation is professional (typed, well-formatted, etc.)

B range work – meets standards: Ideas are adequate and reasonable; the analysis is competent, but more general; the evidence chosen is solid and acceptable for the assignment; the language and vocabulary of the assignment is coherent and fluent with minimal errors; easy to read; the organization is evident and complete, and the presentation meets standards (legible, formatted clearly, etc.)

C range work – approaches standards: Ideas are minimal, plausible, and vague; the analysis is superficial and contains too much re-telling; the evidence chosen is general, not the best fit, or imprecise; the language and vocabulary of the assignment is lacking academic tone, has vague diction with some errors; readability is not as smooth; the organization has weak spots, and the presentation is less than meeting standards (not neatly done, not formatted clearly, etc.)

D range work – below standards: Ideas are brief, inconsistent, incorrect; the analysis is absent or incorrect; the evidence is lacking or is incorrect; the language and vocabulary is confusing and contains significant errors; difficult to read; the organization is unclear, lacking, and incomplete, and the presentation is a problem (illegible, not formatted, etc.)
Academic Honesty: Honesty in all work is expected at all times. Students will be taught how, and are required to, cite ideas and phrases that are not their own. Plagiarism or any other form of cheating is a serious offense and will result in a 0 for the assignment as well as consequences according to school policy.

Absences: It is your responsibility to get any work you miss for an absence. If you have an excused absence, you have the same number of days to complete the work as you were absent. For example, if you were absent for two days, you get two days to complete the work. However, this only applies to work that was assigned during your absence. If something is assigned Monday, you are absent Tuesday, and it is due Friday, your work is still due Friday. If you are absent the day something is due, it is due the day you return to school. Please check my website, which you can link to on the school’s website, for make-up work.

Late Work: Work is due at the beginning of the period. Any work that comes in after that is late. The work you do for class is important to the larger concepts that you are learning. Completing work late is very rarely conducive to that learning. If you must turn something in late, you may turn it late for 50% credit until the end of the unit. No late work will be accepted for a unit after the class has completed the unit.
Grading Categories: I have categories based on skills to try to help identify strengths and weaknesses. My categories are NOT weighted.  Grades are based on points.  Therefore, the assignments are weighted by points. For example, a quiz might be 10 points and an essay might be 100 points.
Writing: writing assignments – process essays and timed writes
Tests/Quizzes: assessments and quizzes based on reading comprehension and critical reading
Discussion: classroom discussions, presentations, performances and prep work related to those discussions
Projects: creative work and some group work

Homework: usually written work based on readings or poetry
Final Exam: final exam, which will be a practice AP test
Grading Scale

	A      93-100     
	B+
87-89.9

	C+
77-79.9   
	D+          67-69.9      

	A-     90-92.9
	B
83-86.9

	C
73-76.9

	D
60-66.9

	
	B-     
80-82.9
	C-          70-72.9

	F
0-59.9


I encourage students, parents, and guardians to check grades on Family Access frequently. 

Contact Information: You can also link to my website through Issaquah High School’s site. Please check my website if you are absent and need to get the make-up work, forgot the homework, or just need a reminder of what to do. 

I want to help you succeed in this class. If you have questions or concerns, please let me know. The best way to get in touch with me is by email: cavottak@issaquah.wednet.edu
